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which the unwritten rule is ascertained and enforced,
or in errors of legislation. The judicial tribunals
may err in declaring what the true custom of society
is, or the legislature may make an unwise attempt
to create law not in harmony with custom. The
remedy for such evils lies in improving the character
of the courts by a better selection of judges and
better training of lawyers, and in a repeal of the
unwise enactments, and a selection of wiser and
better legislators.

But if the judicial tribunals correctly declare and
enforce custom all remaining social evils are evils
in the customs and any improvement must be sought
for in a reformation of custom itself, and custom
being conduct it can be reformed or improved only by
a reformation or improvement of conduct.    Conduct,
however, being caused by thought, can be changed
and improved only by a change or improvement in
thought.    Here we come back to the conclusion
reached in an earlier lecture that all substantial
social reform must begin with individuals and by a
change and improvement  in their thoughts.    The
legislature cannot originate it, however it may aid it,
and the sole function of the judicial power is to
preserve the peace of society and leave its members
to work out their own happiness and that of their
fellows by a free exercise of their own powers.    Men
cannot be made better by a legal command.    This
conclusion is not a new one.    How often have we
been told from the pulpit and by moralists that
reform must begin in individual life; but how often
is the lesson forgotten in the multitude of legislative